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Oceana, while pointing out the impossibility of there ever being a " British Empire/' argued in the same breath that nothing was more feasible, if only politicians would cease to meddle, than a " Commonwealth " of the British nations, held together by common blood, common interest and a common pride in the great position which unity can secure. The " Commonwealth " dreamed of by Froude is on the point of hoisting on all the seas the flag of the five self-governing nations finally welded together, not only by common blood and a common pride, but by the sense of a common danger. Under the dissolvent of Free Trade the " British Empire" has been steadily disintegrating for more than a generation. The divergency of fiscal policies engendered a divergency of foreign policies. At one moment the Imperial Government would conclude a commercial treaty with Japan for the sole benefit of the United Kingdom, at another Canada signed similar treaties with France and Germany without regard to their effect upon British trade. Then Canada and Australia passed Naval Defence Acts, with the warning to the British Admiralty that the Imperial Government should be allowed to use their battleships only if they so decided. Five separate systems of commercial treaties, five separate systems of defence, and one-fifth of a foreign policy ! Such has been the agglomeration that for many years has been passed off as the British Empire, to a world astounded at the apathy and blindness, the procrastination and the parochial shortsightedness of England's statesmen and England's Parliament. The Mother Island had taken it for granted that her Colonies were lost to her, and had not even gone into mourning. Interest alone holds nations together, yet Mr. Chamberlain proposed Imperial Preference to unheeding ears. Empires as well as nations must have a sense of unity in order to maintain their integrity, yet the dominant forces among the disjointed portions of the British Empire were centrifugal.